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Basic Classics Books

Recommended for Acquisition by Public Libraries

Statement of Scope and Purpose:


This bibliography is a list of suggested acquisitions in classics for public libraries.  The aim has been to offer titles in the primary subfields of classical studies which are of enduring value, authoritative, and reasonably accessible to the general public.  The bibliography is intended as a guide for subject selectors and collection development librarians whose primary areas of expertise lie outside the field of classics and who are seeking to acquire the core authoritative primary and secondary works in this area.


ISBNs have been included to facilitate searching for these books in online databases.  Dewey numbers have also been included for the benefit of those libraries which allocate selection areas to selectors by Dewey ranges.


This list is representative rather than comprehensive.  In addition, electronic resources in the field of classics have become sufficiently numerous to warrant a separate treatment and hence are not included here.  The same holds for audio-visual materials.  Also not included are recommendations regarding specific translations, a task which would prove intrinsically subjective and which would result in a bibliography more cumbersome than useful. 


This bibliography was compiled by members of the Forum for Classics, Libraries, and Scholarly Communication, an affiliated group of the American Philological Association.  Please direct any questions or comments regarding the bibliography to Benjamin Haller at beningreece@hotmail.com.

General Handbooks and Encyclopedias
Adkins, Lesley and Roy A. Adkins.  Handbook to Life in Ancient Greece.  New York:  


Facts On File, 2005.

ISBN:  0816056595

Dewey:  938

-----.  Handbook to Life in Ancient Rome.  Updated ed.  New York:  Facts On File, 2004.

ISBN:  0816050260

Dewey:  937

Brill’s New  Pauly:   Encyclopaedia of the Ancient World.  Leiden; Boston:   Brill, 2002-.

ISBN:  9004122591
Dewey:  938/.003  

Hornblower, S., and A. Spawforth, ed.  Oxford Classical Dictionary. 3rd rev. ed.  Oxford; 

New York:  Oxford University Press, 2003.


ISBN:  0198606419

Dewey:  938/.003

-----.  The Oxford Companion to Classical Civilization.  Oxford; New York:  Oxford 


University Press, 1998.

ISBN:  0198601654

Dewey:  938/.003

Moulton, C.  Ancient Greece and Rome, an Encyclopedia for Students.  New York:  


Scribner, 1998.

ISBN:  0684805073
Dewey:  938 [juvenile audience]

For further information on reference resources in the classics through 1996, consult:

Jenkins, Fred W.  Classical Studies:  A Guide to the Reference Literature. Englewood, 

CO:  Libraries Unlimited, 1996 (second, revised and expanded edition forthcoming).

ISBN:  1563081105
Dewey:  809

Dictionaries and Grammars
Allen, J.H., and J.B. Greenough.  New Latin Grammar for Schools and Colleges.  New 


Rochelle, NY:  Aristide D. Caratzas, 1995.

ISBN:  1585100420

Dewey:  475

Bretzke, J.T.  Consecrated Phrases:  A Latin Theological Dictionary.  Collegeville, MN:  

Liturgical Press, 1998.

ISBN:  0814658806

Dewey:  230/.03

Gildersleeve, B.L. and Lodge, G.  Gildersleeve’s Latin Grammar.  Wauconda, IL:  

Bolchazy, 1997.

ISBN:  0865164770

Dewey: 478.2/421

Glare, P.G.W., ed.  Oxford Latin Dictionary.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1982.

ISBN:  0198642245

Dewey:  473/.21

Goldman, N., and L. Szymanski.  English Grammar for Students of Latin:  The Study 

Guide for Those Learning Latin.  3rd ed.  Ann Arbor, MI:  Olivia and Hill Press, 2004.

ISBN:  0934034346
Dewey: 478.2/421

Goodwin, W.W.  Greek Grammar.  London:  Bristol Classical Press, 2002.

ISBN:  1853995223  

Dewey:  485

Lewis, C., and C. Short.  A Latin Dictionary.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press, 1980.

ISBN:  0198642016

Dewey:  473/.21

Liddell, H.G., and R. Scott.  A Greek-English Lexicon.  New York:  Oxford University 

Press, 1996.

ISBN:  0198642261

Dewey:  483/.21

Liddell, H.G.  An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon.  New York:  Oxford University 


Press, 1991.

ISBN:  0199102066

Dewey:  483
Niermeyer, J.F., C. van de Kieft, and J.W.J. Burgers.  Mediae Latinitatis Lexicon Minus 

= Lexique latin médiéval = Medieval Latin Dictionary = Mittellateinisches Wörterbuch.  Leiden:  Brill, 2002.
ISBN:  9004112790

Dewey:  477

Simpson, D.P.  Cassell’s Concise Latin-English, English-Latin Dictionary.  New York:  


Macmillan, 1977.

ISBN:  0025226304

Dewey:  473/.21

Smyth, H.W.  Greek Grammar.  Edited by G.M. Messing.  Cambridge, MA:  Harvard 

University Press, 1984.

ISBN:  0674362500

Dewey:  485

VerSteeg, R.  Essential Latin for Lawyers.  Durham, NC:  Carolina Academic Press, 

1990.

ISBN:  0890893780

Dewey:  478.1/02434

Other Language Books

Allen, W.S.  Vox Graeca:  A Guide to the Pronunciation of Classical Greek.  3rd ed.  


Cambridge; New York:  Cambridge University Press, 1987.

ISBN:  0521333679

Dewey:  481/.52

-----.  Vox Latina:  A Guide to the Pronunciation of Classical Latin.  2nd ed.  Cambridge; 

New York:  Cambridge University Press, 1978.

ISBN:  (pbk.) 0521379369; (hbk.) 0521220491

Dewey: 471/.52

Daitz, S.G.  The Pronunciation and Reading of Ancient Greek:  A Practical Guide.  2nd 

rev. ed.  Guilford, CT:  Jeffrey Norton, 1984.
ISBN:  (cassette and cd) 0884321258

Dewey:  481.52

-----.  The Pronunciation and Reading of Classical Latin:  A Practical Guide.  Guilford, 

CT:  Jeffrey Norton, 1984.
ISBN:  (cassette and cd) 0884321258

Dewey:  471.52

Halporn, J., M. Ostwald, and T. Rosenmeyer.  The Meters of Greek and Latin Poetry.  

Rev. ed.  Indianapolis, IN:  Hackett, 1994.  

ISBN:  (hbk.) 0872202445; (pbk.) 0872202437
Dewey:  881/.0109

Koller, H.  Orbis Pictus Latinus.  5th ed.  Zürich:  Artemis, 1989.

ISBN:  (hbk.) 3760804241; (pbk.) 058333072X
Palmer, L.R.  The Latin Language.  Norman:  University of Oklahoma Press, 1988.

ISBN:  080612136X

Dewey:  470

-----.  The Greek Language.  Norman:  University of Oklahoma Press, 1996.

ISBN:  0806128445

Dewey:  485

Woodard, R.D., ed.  The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the World's Ancient Languages. 


Cambridge; New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2004.

ISBN:  0521562562

Dewey:  409

Phrase Books and Self-Instruction
Beard, H.  Latin for All Occasions.  Rev. ed.  New York:  Gotham, 2004.

ISBN:  1592400809  

Dewey: 478.3/421/0207

-----.  Latin for Even More Occasions.  New York:  Villard Books, 1991.

ISBN:  0679406743

Dewey:  478.3/421

-----.  X-Treme Latin:  All the Latin You Need to Know for Survival in the 21st Century.  

New York:  Gotham, 2005.
ISBN:  159240104X

Dewey:  478.3/421

Betts, G.  Teach Yourself Latin.  3rd ed.  Chicago:  Contemporary Books, 2003.

ISBN:  0071421599

Dewey:  478

-----, and A. Henry.  Teach Yourself Ancient Greek.  Chicago:  Contemporary Books, 


2003.

ISBN:  0071431802
Dewey:  480.2421

Meissner, C.  Latin Phrase Book.  Translated from the 6th German ed., with the addition 

of supplementary phrases and references by H.W. Auden.  London:  Duckworth, 1997.

ISBN:  0715614703
Dewey:  478.1

Stone, J.R.  Latin for the Illiterati:  Exorcizing the Ghosts of a Dead Language.  New 

York:  Routledge, 1996.

ISBN:  0415917751
Dewey:  473/.21

-----.  More Latin for the Illiterati:  A Guide to Everyday Medical, Legal, and Religious 

Latin.  New York:  Routledge, 1999.
ISBN:  0415922119 

Dewey:  473/.21

Traupman, J.  Conversational Latin for Oral Proficiency.  3rd ed.  Wauconda, IL:  

Bolchazy-Carducci, 2003.

ISBN:  086516438X

Dewey:  478.3/421

Literature
Series:

Blackwell Companions to the Ancient World
· www.blackwellpublishing.com/  

· (click “Books series,” “Humanities,” “Classical Studies”)

Cambridge Companions Series 

· www.cambridge.org/us/classical/

· (Secondary scholarship on classical topics)

Loeb Classical Library 

· www.hup.harvard.edu/loeb/, -- complete online catalog of series

· (ancient authors in Greek or Latin with facing translation)

Penguin Classics 

· http://us.penguinclassics.com/

· (translations of ancient authors)

Anthologies:

Atchity, K.J., and R. McKenna, ed.  The Classical Roman Reader:  New Encounters with 


Ancient Rome.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1998.

ISBN:  0195127404

Dewey:  870.8/001

-----.  The Classical Greek Reader.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1998.

ISBN:  0195123034

Dewey:  888/.6/421

Corrigan, R.W., ed.  Classical Comedy:  Greek and Roman.  New York:  Applause 


Theatre Book Publishers, 1987.

ISBN:  0936839856
Dewey:  882/.01/08

MacKendrick, P.L.  Classics in Translation.  2 vol.  Madison:  University of Wisconsin 


Press, 1952.

ISBN:  0299808963

Dewey:  870.1, 880.1

Murphy, C.T., K. Guinagh, and W.J. Oates.  Greek and Roman Classics in Translation.  

New York; London:  Longmans, Green and Co., 1947.

Dewey:  880.82

Handbooks:

Clausen, W.V., and E.J. Kenney.  Cambridge History of Classical Literature.  2 vol.  

Cambridge; New York:  Cambridge University Press, 1982-.

Dewey:  870.9, 880.9

Conte, G.B.  Latin Literature:  A History.  Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins, 1999.

ISBN:  0801862531

Dewey:  870.9/001

Howatson, M.C., and P. Harvey.  Oxford Companion to Classical Literature.  2nd ed.  

Oxford; New York:  Oxford University Press, 1989. 

ISBN:  0198661215

Dewey:  880.9/001

Rutherford, R. B.  Classical Literature:  A Concise History.  Malden, MA:  Blackwell, 

2005. 

ISBN:  (hbk.) 0631231323; (pbk.) 0631231331

Dewey:  880/.09

Sharrock, A., and R. Ash.  Fifty Key Classical Authors.  London; New York:  Routledge, 


2002.

ISBN:  0415165105

Dewey:  880/.09

Philosophy

Copleston, F.  A History of Philosophy.  New York:  Doubleday, 1993.  

ISBN:  0385468431
Dewey:  190
Hadot, P.  What is Ancient Philosophy?  Cambridge, MA; London:  Belknap, 2004.  

ISBN:  (pbk.) 0674013735

Dewey:  180

O’Grady, P.F.  Meet the Philosophers of Ancient Greece: Everything You Always Wanted 

to Know about Ancient Greek Philosophy but Didn't Know Who to Ask.  Aldershot:  Ashgate, 2005.

ISBN:  (pbk.) 0754651320; (hbk.)  0754651312

Dewey:  180

Sedley, D., ed.  Cambridge Companion to Greek and Roman Philosophy.  Cambridge; 

New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2003.

ISBN:  (hbk.) 0521772850; (pbk.) 0521775035 

Dewey:  180

Mythology
Bell, R.E.  Dictionary of Classical Mythology, Symbols, Attributes & Associations. 


Santa Barbara, CA:  ABC-Clio, 1982.

ISBN:  0874363055
Dewey:  292.13/032

Price, S., and E. Kearns.  The Oxford Dictionary of Classical Myth and Religion.  


Oxford; New York:  Oxford University Press, 2003.

ISBN:  0192802887

Dewey:  292/.1303

Room, A.  Who’s Who in Classical Mythology.  New York:  Gramercy Books, 2003.

ISBN:  0517222566

Dewey:  292.1/3/03

Art and Architecture

Beard, M., and J. Henderson.  Classical Art:  From Greece to Rome.  Oxford:  Oxford 


University Press, 2001.

ISBN:  0192842374

Dewey:  709/.38

Boardman, J., ed.  Oxford History of Classical Art.  Oxford; New York:  Oxford 


University Press, 1993.  

ISBN:  (hbk.) 0198143869; (pbk.) 0192854437
Dewey: 709/.38

Clement, C.E.  A Handbook of Legendary and Mythological Art.  Enl. ed.  Detroit:  Gale 

Research Co., 1969.

ISBN:  0898755255

Dewey:  703

Mayerson, P.  Classical Mythology in Literature, Art, and Music.  Newburyport, MA: 

Focus Publishing, 2001.

ISBN:  1585100366

Dewey:  700

Pedley, J.G.  Greek Art and Archaeology.  3rd ed.  London:  Prentice Hall, 2002.

ISBN:  0130981117
Dewey:  709

Preston, Percy.  A Dictionary of Pictorial Subjects from Classical Literature.  New York: 

Scribner, 1983.

ISBN:  068417913X

Dewey:  704.9/47/0938
Ramage, N., and A. Ramage.  Roman Art:  Romulus to Constantine.  4th ed.  Upper 


Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005.

ISBN:  0131896121

Dewey:  709/.37
History, Geographical Guides, Gazetteers, and Atlases

Burke, E.W.  A Hand List of Latin Place Names with Their Modern Equivalents. 

Cincinnati, OH:  J.P. Heim, 1999.

Dewey:  910/.3

Bury, J.B., and R. Meiggs.  History of Greece.  4th ed.  New York:  St. Martin’s Press, 


1980. 

ISBN:  0312379404

Dewey:  938

The Cambridge Ancient History.  2nd ed.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2005.

ISBN:  0521850738

Dewey:  930

Carey, M., and  H.H. Scullard.  A History of Rome:  Down to the Reign of Constantine.  

3rd ed.  New York:  St. Martin’s Press, 1975.  

ISBN:  0333174402

Dewey:  937

Connolly, P., and H. Dodge.  The Ancient City:  Life in Classical Athens and Rome.  

Oxford; New York:  Oxford University Press, 1998.

ISBN:  0195214099

Dewey:  937/.6

Panetta, M.R., ed.  Pompeii:  The History, Life, and Art of the Buried City.  Vercelli:  


White Star, 2004.

ISBN:  (hbk.) 8854400300 

Dewey:  937.7

Peddie, R.A.  Place Names in Imprints:  An Index to the Latin and Other Forms Used on 

Title Pages.  Detroit, MI:  Gale Research Co., 1968.
Dewey:  929.4

Talbert, R.J.A., ed.  Atlas of Classical History.  New York:  Macmillan, 1985.

ISBN:  (hbk.) 0029331102; (pbk.) 0415034639

Dewey:  911

-----.  Barrington Atlas of the Greek and Roman World.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton 


University Press, 2000.

ISBN:  0691049459

Dewey:  912.38
Ward, A., F.M. Heichelheim, and C.A. Yeo.  A History of the Roman People.  4th ed.  

Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 2003.

ISBN:  (pbk.) 0130384801

Dewey:  937
Warry, J.  Warfare in the Classical World:  An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Weapons, 

Warriors, and Warfare in the Ancient Civilizations of Greece and Rome.  Norman:  University of Oklahoma Press, 1995.

ISBN:  0806127945

Dewey:  355/.00938
Sports
Futrell, A.  Blood in the Arena, the Spectacle of Roman Power.  Austin:  University 

of Texas Press, 1997.

ISBN:  029272523X

Dewey:  796/.0937
Gardiner, E.N.  Athletics of the Ancient World.  Chicago:  Ares, 1980.

ISBN:  0890052573

Dewey:  796/.0938

Swadding, J.  The Ancient Olympic Games.  Updated ed.  London:  British Museum, 

2004.

 ISBN:  0292777515

Dewey:  796.4/8/0901
Science and Technology

Humphrey, J.W., J.P. Oleson, and A.N. Sherwood.  Greek and Roman Technology, a 

Source Book.  London; New York:  Routledge, 1998.

ISBN:  0415061369

Dewey:  609.38

Rihll, T.E.  Greek Science.  Oxford; New York:  Oxford University Press, 1999.  

(Greece and Rome, New Surveys in the Classics, #29).

ISBN:  0199223955

Dewey:  509.38

White, K.D.  Greek and Roman Technology.  Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press, 

1983.

ISBN:  0801414393

Dewey:  609/.38

Pedagogy

Anderson, W.S., and L.N. Quartarone, ed.  Approaches to Teaching Vergil’s Aeneid. 

New York:  The Modern Language Association of America, 2002.  
ISBN:  (pbk) 0873527720; (hbk.) 0873527712  

Dewey:  873.01 

Distler, Paul F.  Teach the Latin, I Pray You.  Nashville, TN:  Wimbledon, 2001.

ISBN:  1898855404  

Dewey: 478/.0071   

Lafleur, R., ed.  Latin for the 21st Century:  From Concept to Classroom.  Glenview, IL:  

Scott Foresman – Addison Wesley Publications, 1998.

ISBN:  0673576086

Moorwood, J.  The Teaching of Classics.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 

2003.

ISBN:  0521527635  

Dewey:  480/.07/041  

Children’s Literature in Translation

Carroll, Lewis.  Ludovici Carroll Alicia in Terra Mirabili [Latin translation of Alice’s 

Adventures in Wonderland].  Translated by C.H. Carruthers.  London:  Macmillan, 1964. 

Goscinny, R., and A. Uderzo.  Asterix apud Britannos [Latin translation of Asterix in 

Britain].  Stuttgart:  Delta, 1982. 

 (One of many Latin installments in the “Asterix” comic book series)

Leaf, Munro, and R. Lawson.  Ferdinandus Taurus [Latin translation of The Story of 

Ferdinand].  Translated by Elizabeth Hadas.  Boston:  David R. Godine, 2000.
Milne, A.A.  Winnie Ille Pu [Latin translation of Winnie the Pooh].  Translated by 


Alexander Lenard.  New York:  Dutton, 1962.  

ISBN:  (hbk.) 0525244700
Rowling, J.K.  Harrius Potter et Philosophi Lapis [Latin translation of Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone].  Translated by Peter Needham.  New York:  Bloomsbury, 2003.
ISBN:  1582348251

-----.  Hareios Poter kai he tou philisophou lithos [Greek translation of Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone].  Translated by Peter Needham.  New York:  Bloomsbury, 2004.

ISBN:  158234826X
Seuss, Dr.  Cattus Petasatus [Latin translation of The Cat in the Hat].  Translated by 


Jennifer and Terence Tunberg.  Wauconda, IL:  Bolchazy-Carducci, 2000.  

ISBN:   (pbk.) 086516472X; (hbk.) 0865164711  

-----.  Quomodo Invidiosulus Nomine Grinchus Christi Natalem Abrogaverit [Latin 

translation of How the Grinch Stole Christmas].  Translated by Jennifer and Terence Tunberg.  Wauconda, IL:  Bolchazy-Carducci, 1998.  
ISBN:  (hbk.) 0865164207

-----.  Virent Ova!  Viret Perna!!  [Latin translation of Green Eggs and Ham].  Translated 

by Jennifer and Terence Tunberg.  Wauconda, IL:  Bolchazy-Carducci, 2003.  

ISBN:  (hbk.) 0865165556

Silverstein, Shel.  Arbor Alma [Latin translation of The Giving Tree].  Translated by 

Jennifer and Terence Tunberg.  Wauconda, IL:  Bolchazy-Carducci, 2002.

ISBN:  (hbk.) 0865164991

White, E.B.  Tela Charlottae [Latin translation of Charlotte’s Web].  Translated by 


Bernice Fox.  New York:  HarperCollins, 1991.

ISBN:  0060264012
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